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“As the northern anchor to Manchester's mill yard revival,
PSNH makes a very bold statement about its continued faith
in our downtown and in our hometown.”

Robart &. Bainas
Mayor, City of Manchastar
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" SMH Energy Park’s history is a tale of

( restoration and resurrection that traces back.
ta the beginning of the 20th century. It was
atimewhen Manchester's mill yard employed

o mamny as 17,000 workers — one-half of the city's
popalation — weaving 164,000 miles of cloth each year

The Manchester Steamn plant was built in 1509
to power the mills in Manchester. But competitive
pressures, the Great Depression, and a subsequent
Hlood put an end to the mills of the Amoskeag
Manufacturing Company. Most peaple thought
the mills would close forever, until PSMH and other
Manchester business laders imvested heavily in a new
company that reopened the mills. FSHH purchased
the Manchester Steam Plant, rebuilding it to power
the revitalized mill yard and evenmally to provide
electrical power to Manchester and sumrcunding towns.

The former Manchester Stearn Flant rests in the
cradle of Manchester’s industrial heritage. Iis restora-
tion by Manchester's visicnary leaders in 1937 helped
save an industry, and to a large extent spurred the
rebirth of the miflyard and the renewal of Manchester,

Ttswooak as a power plant complete, the old Manchester
Steam Plart wes taken out of service in 1981, For 72 years,
the plant’s 64 bailers had fed tarbines thet povwersd the
hiepes, dreams, and prosperity of several generations in
Mew Hampshire.

Since 1981, the ald Manchester Steam Plant had
remained dark and celd — waiting for new life and a
second resurmection.

With the advent of a new century and a new
millennium, Manchester's mill yard has become home
T ]:.l.gh—’be\:h COrporations, Estanmnts mussms, and
mamy other organizations. It is coly fitting that the
old Manchester Steam Plant be resurrected ance again,
but with new duties, 2 new name, and a new vision in
keeping with Manchester's spirit and vitality.

As the new corparate headquarters of Public Service
of Mew Harmpshire, the old Manchester Steam Plant —
now called PEMH Energy Park — serves as more than
a state-of-the-art office compler Tt also serves asan
important connection to Manchester's rich industrial
past, while providing a vital link to Manchester's bright
and boundless futare in the technological age.
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(_"-4 here were at least o dozen times in the kst 20 vears
when the Manchester Steam Plant could have been
torn down, But tearing down a stnacture so important
o the history of Manchester and the compary wasn't a
viakle option. Irstead, PSHH hoped that scme day the timing,
eccnarmics, and mamy other critical forces would align so the
building could be rencvated to once again become an important
contributer to FSHH, the mill yard, and the city
In 1998, the right forces came together. Tt started with
the imminent expiration of the lease at the Hampshire Plaza.
'lﬁthPSNH]!mdqm:hn located downtown since 1926,
remaining in the downtown area was imperative, It wasn't
long betare the old steam plant became a candidate for the
new corporate head quarters.
In addition to its prime dewntown lecation — along the
river, and at the head of the historic mill yard — relocating to
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the steam plant meoves PSHH corporate headquarter employees
in closer prozimity to employess in the nearby West Brock and
Wiest Permaccok blocks

The site also proved to be the ideal size. Retaining the
criginal feotprint of the old stsam plant, the building provides
rocan for employees while the surrounding property provides
parking aleng with easy access to highways, The site also features
a park-like setting for employees and the public to enjoy.

Ome of the greatest benefits of the downtown site is the
adaptive m-use of a historic building, avoiding further sxparsicn
of urban sprawl and potential corsumption and alteration of
green space and wedands

When it wos determined that the estimated cost of renovating
the steamn plant would be less than constructing a new building,
and that more maney would be saved by conducting required
ervirormental remediation during the building's renovation,
it became apparent that moving the headquarters to the steamn-
planit site was not onby the most attractive opticn, it also made
SCONDINIC SEnse.
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* 5MH Energy Park serves as more than corporate
( headquarters to PSHH. As the northem anchor te
Manchester's historic mill yand, it serves as a public
place ar “park” where people can go for a walk,
view the river and enjoy the scenery. Some of PSH Energy
Park’s facilities are available for use by non-profit groups
and civic arganizatiores.






